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Dear Kiel Families, 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming students back to school for five days of in-person instruction 
beginning in April. We will also offer a full-time remote learning option as indicated in Ms. DiGiuseppe’s 
correspondence to Kiel and Stonybrook families this morning. 
 
Please know that my top priorities during this transition are safety and keeping students and teachers 
together. However, please know that if you request for your child to switch from our current hybrid learning 
model to being fully remote OR from currently being remote to attending school in-person, the likelihood of 
your child having to switch teachers is much higher. Again, I will make every effort to keep students with 
their current teachers, but there are no guarantees. 
 
If you are considering having your child attend Kiel for in-person learning, please see the video (click the 
link) for a visual of a sample classroom and cafeteria setup. Further, here is a list of information that should 
assist you in making a more informed decision about whether you will choose in-person or remote learning 
for your child(ren): 
 

● We will have five full days of instruction (both in-person and remotely) following our regular 
schedule. 

● Students will be seated at least three feet apart in classrooms, as well as in the cafeteria. 
● Students will eat lunch in the cafeteria. 
● Students will attend Physical Education, Library/Media, and Art in the classrooms/spaces designated 

for each of these special area classes. Students will also have Music, but it will take place in their 
regular classroom. 

● Class sizes will be dependent upon decisions that families make regarding in-person instruction or 
remote learning. However, I will make every effort to ensure that class sizes under this new model 
are similar in size to what they have been historically in Kiel (18-22 students on average as long as a 
minimum of three feet can be adhered to between student seating in the classroom). Every effort will 
be made to keep full-time remote learning class sizes an average size as well, but more specific 
numbers can not be determined until every Kiel family completes their “commitment.” 

● With this transition, the plan is to also reinstate our Guided Study program (targeted reading support 
during the school day for eligible students), although it may look different for the remainder of this 
year than it has in the past. More details will follow as we progress in our planning. 

 
In addition to the video linked above, here are a few pictures that represent a standard Kiel classroom and 
how the cafeteria will look for students upon their return to five days of in-person instruction: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuCrjtppPbs


 
*Please keep in mind that classroom setups may vary, but we will work to ensure at least three feet between 
student seating. 
 
Upon reviewing this information, please complete the Kiel School: 5-Day Learning Model Commitment 
(click the link) by next Monday, March 8th. The selection that you make will be in effect from April 
through June 2021. Please complete one form per family and include each of your children, as well as the 
learning option for each child as well. If you only have one child in Kiel, please only complete the “Child 
#1” information. The rest can be left blank. Completing the “commitment” is essential in order to finalize 
plans, especially with regard to class placements, teacher assignments, and class sizes. The sooner our Kiel 
families complete the commitment form, the sooner I will be able to finalize and communicate more specific 
details to you. 
 
If you need to reinstate transportation because you signed a bus waiver at the start of the school year, please 
contact Jeanne Ratushny, and she will be able to assist you: ratushnyj@kinnelon.org. 
 
Ultimately, we look forward to welcoming students back to school under this new five-day learning model 
and also look forward to the consistency and benefits that it will bring for our students. The Kiel teachers, 
staff, and I are eager to make this transition and will work closely with you throughout the process. 
 
If you have any questions related to our upcoming transition to five days of in-person/remote instruction, 
please contact me directly: oluwolej@kinnelon.org. I am here to help and support and will share additional 
information and correspondence with all Kiel families once I am in receipt of every Kiel family’s 
“commitment.” 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support and assistance. We are so grateful for the partnership of each of our 
Kiel families and are exceedingly grateful that you entrust us with your children every day. I look forward to 
receiving your family’s commitment by next Monday, March 8th. 
 
Best, 
Jennifer E. Oluwole 
Jennifer E. Oluwole (Mrs. O) 
Oluwolej@kinnelon.org 
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